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MichaelHiggens
Schulman Lopez Hoffer Adelstein LLP
1100PoydrasStreet Suite2900
NewOrleans LA70136

Re EthicsBoardDocketNo 2016 325

DearMr Higgens

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics atitsMay20 2016 meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionastowhetherBricolageAcademy aType1charterschoolauthorizedbythe
OrleansParishSchoolBoard mayemployErinDensontoworkinateaching positionforthe
201617schoolyear YoustatedthatErinDensonisthespouseofJoshDenson theExecutive
DirectorofBricolageAcademy YoualsostatedthatErin Densoniscurrentlycertifiedbythe
StateofLouisianatoserveasaclassroomteacherandherprimaryjobduty wereshetobehired
wouldbeasaclassroomteacher Finally youstatedthatErin Densonwouldbehiredbythe
LowerSchoolDirectorwhowouldhavemanagerialandsupervisoryauthorityoverher

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyouthat theCodeofGovernmentalEthics
doesnotprohibit ErinDensonfrombeingemployedasaclassroomteacheratBricolage
Academywhileherhusbandservesasitsexecutivedirector La RS 421119B prohibitsan
immediatefamilymemberofa memberofagoverningauthorityorthechiefexecutiveofa
governmentalentity frombeingemployedbythegovernmentalentity However La RS
421119B2 a i providesanexceptiontopermittheemploymentofanimmediatefamily
member ofaschoolboardmemberorofthesuperintendentifthepersonisemployedasa
certifiedclassroomteacher Inthisinstance theBoardadvisesthattheexecutivedirectorofa
charterschooliscomparabletoasuperintendentofalocalschoolboard BecauseErinDenson
wouldbeemployedasacertifiedclassroomteacher heremploymentwithBricolageAcademyis
notprohibitedbyLa RS 421119B

Inaddition theBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyouthatLa RS 421112B1
wouldprohibitJoshDenson fromparticipatinginthesupervisionandmanagementofErin
DensonsemploymentwithBricolageAcademy La RS 421112B1 prohibitsapublicservant
fromparticipatinginatransactioninvolvinghisgovernmentalentityinwhichamemberofhis
immediatefamilyhasasubstantialeconomicinterest Assuch La RS 421112Cwouldrequire
JoshDenson todisqualifyhimselffromparticipatinginmattersinvolvinghiswifes
employment AdisqualificationplanmustbeconfectedinaccordancewithLa RS 421112C
andChapter14oftheAdministrativeRulesfortheBoardofEthics Thedisqualificationplan
whichmustbeapprovedbytheBoardofEthics shouldcompletelyremoveJoshDenson from
anyresponsibilityregardinghiswifesemploymentwiththeBricolageAcademy Acopyof
Chapter14oftheAdministrativeRulesfortheBoardofEthicsisenclosed

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofEthics The
BoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeofGovernmental
Ethics Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely



LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

JenniferT Land
FortheBoard


